828                    PAUKAN1C   AGE ; MERCHANTS.
recreation : they had pomp and splendour ; relieved the
needy and the unfortunate ; lived in palaces ; received
a higher regard and attained great accomplishments.
Merchants and bankers were all plain and simple ;
had branch firms all over India ; traded in silks, jewels,
and valuable goods ; lent money to kings in need ;
practised charity and religion ; beautified the towns
with fine temples; supported priests, Brahmins and
learning ; encouraged all good public and relief works.
They are still the same all over India except Bengal
where they are tradesmen and not merchants, "the
honourable of earth." Indeed, in Bengal we have few
Premchand-Roychands, Tatta Brothers, Mulraj Khatans !
If we omit the worthy name of Maharaja Sir Manindra
Chandra Nandi K, C, I. E., Vidya-ranjan of Cossimbazar,
Bengal become* almost dark. In the recent Cyclone
of September 24, 1919, when five districts of East
Bengal were most grievously affected, no Bengal
merchant was moved. c'Nero fiddling, while Rome is
burning." On the other hand, some 40 European firms
in Bengal at once sent Rs, 5000 each towards relief.
But for the subscriptions (Rs. 1*50,000) promptly raised
by our eminent Barrister Mr. C, R. Das and Government
relief, people could not be saved. This lack of higher
altruistic feelings has probably degraded the position
of Bengal merchants in society.
'Skilful artists examine various precious gems and
jewels ; some set rubies in gold ; some work gold
ornaments on coloured threads, some string pearls, some
and the lapis-lazult, some pierce shells   and  some  cut